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ABSTRACT
AMRO BEN AHMER AL-BAHLI
LIFE & POETRY

Mohammad Taleb Sayed Suleiman

A new contribution is added to our Arab heritage in the study of
Ibn Ahmer*s life and poetry. Such a study, however, reveals the character
of a manly poet, who has been ignored by the literary historians and
scholars. This may explain why he had not received an adequate
appreciation and study capable of his outstanding position among his
contemporaries.

In the first chapter of my research, I have tried to get acquainted
with the portrait of Ibn Ahmer, pointing out to his artistic features.
Thus, I have started studying his tribe, Bahila, its descent, status, and
battles, throwing some light on his history before and after Islam so as to
know the influence of his background on both his life and thought. Then
I have dwelt on the tribe position among its counterparts as well as its
eminent men in the fields of science, literature, leadership, and religion. I
have perceived that Bahila occupied the highest status in descent and the
lowes In its esteem, for in its descent belongs to Muder ben Nizar ben
Ma‘ad, and this very tribe of his was the target of satire of the poets of
the time.

The second chapter is concerned with the parentage of Ibn Ahmer
and his family. It has been found out that he lived in a very humble
house and grew up in the desert of Najd. It was there that he found the
means of mastering eloquence and so emerging as a poet of solid
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language and inkhorn terms. Later, I have referred to his relation with
his contemporaries and defined the age in which he lived and found it
coinciding with the regime of Abdul Malik Ibn Marwan (86-73) Ha.
Afterwards, I have tried to indicate the features Of his character and
education as well. He seems to me an Arabian bred up on pride,
rightness, and welfare. His Bedouinism appeared through his ambiguous
meanings and odd utterances as well as the pre-Islamic ideals. In his
education, however, he depended on the desert in addition to traces of
urban environment. His reading constitutes the base of his education, A
fact which indicates his ability to write and read the written language.

It was indispensable to mention the characteristic features of Ibn
Ahmer's art after being introduced to his portrait. Thus in the third
chapter, I have elaborated on the sources of his poetry wherein I have
talked about his diwan, of his only few hints are found in many
references. Moreover, reference was made to earliest viewpoints of men
of letters about his poetry. Then, I have gone through its sources, which
I found restricted to lexicons and the principles, which are classified
among the problems, phenomena, and sciences of language. In the same
place, I have indicated that his poetry was lost, and of which only (530)
lines survive along with four hemistiches.

In the fourth chapter, I have documented Ibn Ahmer‘s poetry and
talked about the question of plagiarism. I have picked out only one area
of doubt that raised by Ibn Jenni, and I have not perceived of any reason
to raise any doubt about any other area because of plagiarism due to the
fact that we do not posses any proof or evidence. Then, the question of
confusion in his poetry has been discussed. Thus, of his poetry has been
attributed to him or to someone who bears the same name or to some
members of his family who composed poetry. These forms of confusion
meet only through the illusion of those who recited his poetry, that is
why the degree of confusion is not confirmed, and this helps us in
pointing out to his merits and demerits, a fact which facilitates the study
of the subjects of his poetry and its artistic features through his docu-
mented poetry.

Chapter five discusses the themes of his poetry. In fact, our poet
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tackled every doctrine possible; sometimes you find him revealing his
inner feelings, others his morals and so on and so forth. Thus, in all this,
he showed good conduct, for he never satirized severely and did not carry
his love poetry to extreme and never praised to obtain prestige.

The sixth chapter deals with the artistic features of his poetry. The
research undertakes the study of the verbal features. Thus his meanings
ranged between ambiguity and clarity. He borrowed his meanings from
his pre-Islamic and Islamic background or from his Bedouinism and
urbanity. This explains why his meanings, in their sensual framework,
are not different from those of the experienced and pre-Islamic poets
because all of them had the same source, namely, the sensual world
around them.

Then the research undertakes the study of the verbal features for
he drew our attention to the inkhorn terms, for he cited letters no one
knows from where he took.

The linguistic phenomena that are found in his poetry are similar
to those of other poets, and if had given himself the freedom of behaving
as he wished concerning the question of language, using inkhorn terms
and rare uses, nevertheless critics have accepted him despite his demerits
because his eloquence may serve as a compensation for all his demerits.

This study may have helped us in recognizing the real portrait of
Ibn Ahmer and in indicating as well the features of his art. I do hope this
study would draw the attention of the literary historians and scholars so
as to show the real literary character of Ibn Ahmer, for he really
occupied a unique and outstanding position among his counterparts.
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