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«If you look into a textbook of chemistry for a definition
of lithium you may be told that it is that clement whosc
atomic weight is 7 very nearly. But if the author has a
more logical mind he will tell you that if you search
among minerals that are vitreous, translucent, grey or
white, very hard, brittle, and insoluble, for one wich
imports a crimson tinge to an unlaminous flame, this
mineral laing triturated with lime or witherite rats-bane,
and then fused, can be partly dissolued in muriatic acid;
and if this solutim be evaporated, and the residuc be
extracted with sulphuric acid, and duly purified, it can be
converted by ordinary methods into a chloride, wich being
obtained in the solid state, fused, and clectrolyzed with
half a dozen powerful cells will vield a globule of a

pinkish silvery metal that will float on gasolenc; and the
material of that is a specimen of lithium, The peculiarity
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of this definition— or rather this precept that is more
serviceable tham a definition— is that it tels you what the
word lithium denotes by prescribing what you are to do in

order to gain a perceptual acquaintance with the object of
the word".
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